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President: Kerry Fitzmaurice 

Vice President: Helen Zull 

Secretary:   Annemarie Webb 

Treasurer: Alan Pearce 

Committee Member—Newsletter: 

Kerry Jones 

COMING SOON… 

Plenty Historical Society 

AGM 

This year, the AGM will be held via Zoom. Details 

will be advised very soon.  

Plenty News & Views 
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   Registered No: A0041710X                                                                   ABN: 58 472 605 779 

The Society and its Members acknowledge the traditional landowners, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nations and their Elders 

Past and Present.  

 

A Word from Our 

President… 

I note in our last general newsletter 

(February) my positive comments on 

putting 2019 behind us and that “2020 

will be a less eventful year and allow us 

to become more active in our meetings 

and communications” I certainly under-

estimated the year 2020 has become! 

Fortunately, we managed to hold our 

March meeting introducing the new 

owners of the Plenty Store. However, 

the terms coronavirus and COVID-19 

were already starting to circulate and 

consequently we had a small but well 

socially distanced meeting outdoors. 

Commencing in March all planned 

meetings were suspended. Given the 

tough restrictions and rapid increase of 

COVID-19 cases in Victoria, we will not 

meet at all this year. However, it is an 

important time to look out for one an-

Plenty Historical Society Inc. is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission and is an endorsed Deductible Gift Recipient under 

Subdivision 330 - BA of the income and Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts and donations to the Society of $2.00 and over are allowable Tax Deductions. 

other and provide support as needed. I 

have circulated two news updates 

between newsletters to help keep us 

in touch and will continue this commu-

nication as long as we are unable to 

meet face to face. 

We are obliged to hold an AGM, like 

many other organizations we will need 

to do this via Zoom meetings. We will 

send an invitation to join the AGM to 

all members with an email address. 

You do not need to have Zoom on 

your computer, when you click on the 

link it will ask you to download Zoom 

which is free and this will enable you 

to join. I am happy to talk anyone 

through this process by phone if you 

need help. We will also contact mem-

bers who do not have an email ad-

dress to notify you of the AGM and 

you can either send an email address 

to me – kerryfitz@iinet.net.au or if you 

are able to join another member (if 

we can visit by then) you could do 

that and just let us know. All papers 

and the Agenda will be circulated to 

all members as usual. 

Despite the lack of meetings, a lot is 

going on. 

The church, now being referred to as 

the Plenty Historic Church has been 

beautifully restored both inside and 

out. The addition to the west wall 

replicating the vestry has completed 

the appearance of the building. Land-

scaping around the building and the 

plinth boards have helped soften the 

height. At night the security lighting 

gives the building a soft glow. One of 

my neighbours whose house faces 

the church on Howell Road said to 

me they are delighted to have such a 

mailto:kerryfitz@iinet.net.au
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President’s Words continued...  

a lovely building to look out on. This 

was very pleasing as we tried hard to 

ensure the church would not have a 

negative impact on its neighbours.  

Unfortunately, with the second wave 

of COVID-19 all Council owned build-

ings have been closed and that in-

cludes the church. I had hoped we 

could have at least arranged visits for 

small numbers of members to see the 

beautiful restoration done by C-Built 

for Major Roads Projects Victoria. 

Hopefully our first meeting next year 

will be at the church. 

Our new website is almost complete, 

many thanks to Alana McQueen (Des 

McQueen’s granddaughter). Alana 

has kindly volunteered her time and 

expertise to develop a terrific website 

and the Committee are excited to be 

able to launch the site soon. As with 

all websites this will be an ever 

changing and developing site which 

gives everyone a chance to contribute 

stories, photos etc. and to be a part 

of the Plenty story. 

Sadly, we have lost two of our found-

ing members this year:  Neisha our 

first President for whom we dedicat-

ed a special edition of Plenty News 

and Views in August; and John Lierse 

also passed away last March and we 

have a tribute to John in this edition.  

We also have a good news story – at 

least a not so good story but fortu-

nately a good outcome. Winnie Rob-

erts, well known Plenty identity and 

very active member of our Society 

unfortunately contracted COVID-19. 

As we all know Winnie is one tough 

and determined lady, she thankfully 

survived her ordeal and is now recu-

perating with her daughter’s family. 

We sent a card with well wishes from 

the Society members and I know you 

are all wishing her well and thinking 

of her. 

A fun story to finish on: I had a call a 

couple of weeks ago from one of my 

new neighbours in Finneran Court 

(the old school property).  

 

“I have a very big wombat in my back 

yard, who should I call?”  

Apparently, the wombat had wandered 

into Finneran Court presumably from Dry 

Creek and eventually walked into our 

neighbour’s property. The wombat then 

proceeded to dig furiously in the neigh-

bour’s freshly dug veggie patch and when 

that did not work, wedged himself 

(herself?) between their retaining fence 

and our communal fence.  

The drama continued for most of the day 

with curious neighbours coming for a look. 

Late in the day The Wildlife Rescuers Inc. 

arrived and decided to take the palings 

out of the fence and let the wombat into 

our bush block. Not a great idea as the 

only way out of that block now is back 

through our place and down to Yan Yean 

Road! Fortunately, the wombat must have 

known that because he did not budge. The 

initial rescuer was really a kangaroo per-

son so she called in two of her wombat 

specialist colleagues. Eventually amidst all 

the commotion the wombat headed back 

to Finneran Court – with three wildlife 

rescuers trying to sedate and catch the 

wombat and a number of neighbours en-

joying the fun (I have an image of Key-

stone Cops!).  

The wombat was captured and released 

back to Dry Creek – hopefully that would 

take him back home after a very eventful 

day! I cannot recall seeing a wombat in  

this part of Plenty, at least not in the 

last 30 years; plenty of kangaroos, wal-

labies and even echidnas but not a 

wombat. Our new neighbours had a 

very special introduction to Plenty and 

more excitement in one day than in the 

whole year to date! 

 

Kerry Fitzmaurice 

President 

Note Wildlife Rescuers Inc. are a volun-

tary group who rescue and rehabilitate 

sick, injured, orphaned and displaced 

native wildlife in and around Melbourne 

www.wildliferescuers.org.au  

 

 

http://www.wildliferescuers.org.au
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Tribute to Neisha Rudd Forbes  

By Vivienne Rudd Henry  

There was something very special about my sister . 
 
She could walk into a packed room of people she didn’t know 
and by the end of that meeting or conference, she had circulat-
ed the room and knew everyone’s Christian name and had won 
them over with her lovely warm smile and genuine interest in 
getting to know them . 
 
Neisha started work at 17 as a secretary and thrived within the 
company.  The friends she made at AMP are still close, as are 
the people she travelled on the train with. Wherever she 
went , people were attracted to her cheerful disposition and 
genuine warmth and honesty.  She left AMP and went on to 
have several prestigious positions as a Personal Assistant to 
CEO’s.  A couple of these companies were multi nationals and 
she travelled extensively overseas on work commitments.  
She was a respected, dedicated employee dealing with the big 
suits but she held her own and thrived in those knife edge posi-
tions.  
 
Twenty years ago she decided to concentrate on family busi-
ness. This is when they bought Sutherland Homes.  She worked 
such long hours establishing a couple of child minding centres, 
set up a farmers market , handled hundreds of staff and most 
of the time worked seven days a week, for 12-15 hours a day.  
It was years before any wage was paid,  it was a labour of love! 
 
Throughout this time, she was also caring full time, with her 
older sister Julie , for our beautiful health challenged mother.  
When our mum died , Neisha struggled to deal with the heart-
break.  ABC child minding company went into receivership 
about that time and Neisha took over managing the crèche.  It 
turned out to be a blessing in disguise as Neisha adored the 
little people and the parents adored her.  The kids helped 
mend her heart.  She was so loved, it was such a lovely time in 
her life and the children thrived under her care.  She knew eve-
ry child’s name and years later the kids still remembered her if 
she saw them down the street or at a fete.  She made a huge 
difference in their lives at such a precious age.  
 
Fast forward to 2018.  Neisha and Neil went on two interna-
tional cruises.  It was wonderful to see her plan the well-earned 
holidays.  She enjoyed every port they docked at and loved 
ship life with all the activities. Neisha made so many friends 
that have kept in touch. Excursions on shore were her favour-
ite. She signed up for everything - hiking , canoeing , walking 
miles through forests and climbing mountains . She was gone 
for hours!! She would then come back to the ship, have a 
shower and go out to a concert and dinner. She was so fit and 
healthy with so much energy.  She and Neil decided that the 
travel bug had hit and were keen to retire and see the world.  
 
2019, March 12, our lives were shattered.  Neish was diag-
nosed with stage four brain cancer.  She was accepting , strong 
and optimistic that this was a fight she could win.  We, her fam-
ily, were devastated. We knew that it was terminal but we had  
 

to be strong for her.  There was chemo and radio therapy , 
MRIs and hundreds of blood tests as well as hospital stays 
and lengthy appointments.  Neish never complained 
about her horrendous journey with cancer. She always 
tried to convince us that she could win the fight.  She was 
the bravest person I know.  It didn’t surprise me that her 
strength of character kept her going for 18 months.  She 
was so very positive and determined.  The staff at Olivia 
Newton John hospital adored her. Even when gravely ill, 
her warm, sweet nature shone through.  She loved people 
and people loved her.  
 
The most wonderful thing about her was her concern for 
us.  She endeavoured to keep our spirits up and encour-
aged us to live our lives and be happy.  She didn’t want to 
see our sad faces.  
 
On 4th of August, we said goodbye,  we love you, we will 
miss you every day until we meet again.  It was Neisha’s 
birthday that day.  I believe Neish waited for her family to 
arrive to say happy birthday and say her final goodbyes to 
us.  Neil, Julie , Vivienne and Rod (her siblings and their 
partners) and Neisha’s grown up nieces and nephews 
were by her side at the end. We loved her so much that 
we wanted her suffering to end and be at peace.  
 
Now we have to live without her. This will be a big ask. 
The love she had for her family will hopefully comfort us 
through these painful, dark days. 
 
I want my beautiful sister to be remembered as a fun lov-
ing, warm, generous human being who loved life . 
 
We will love you to the twelfth of never and that’s a long, 
long time.  
 
Vivienne Rudd Henry . 
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VALE 
 

John Lierse 

William John Lierse passed away 4th March 2020. John, as he was always known, was, at the time of his death, the oldest 

resident living in Plenty who was born in Plenty; he was 89. John was the only child of Wilhelm (William) and Priscilla Lierse. 

John’s father and his two brothers, Otto and Bernhardt (Bernie), bought land in Plenty as part of the 1913 subdivision they 

bought adjoining farmlands in the area of Mackelroy and Oatlands Roads and Memorial Drive (then Government Road). 

John’s parents operated a poultry farm, also growing maize on Oatlands Road. The three brothers also bought land on the 

river flats at the western end of Memorial Drive and established a flourishing market garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John was a man of the land, he worked on his family farm eventually taking over from his parents. He was interested in all of 

the Plenty community activities including the community hall, CFA and tennis club. He was a founding member of the Plenty 

Historical Society. John was a loyal friend keeping in touch with former school friends. For about 50 years he kept rain rec-

ords for the then Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW); and took a keen interest in the annual hazard burning 

in and around the Plenty Gorge that was undertaken by the CFA before Parks Victoria took responsibility for the land. John 

was also a keen photographer, developing his own photographs. 

During the Plenty Centenary celebrations in 2013 John and Ailsa Fitzmaurice planted a gum tree at the entrance to the hall 

grounds, John being the oldest resident born in Plenty and Ailsa, Plenty’s oldest resident at that time. John was a true gentle-

man, quietly spoken and loved and respected by all who knew him. He had a great love for Plenty and generously be-

queathed money to several key Plenty organizations including the Plenty Historical Society. We will all miss his quiet humor 

and loyal friendship. 

Note: John’s mother was secretary of the Plenty tennis club. The following is a scan of the original invitation to the opening 

of the Plenty Tennis Club 1931 showing John’s mother Priscilla as Secretary. 

 

 

Part of a collection of photographs 

owned by Dorris McLaughlin who was 

born in Greensborough, in 1899 This 

photograph shows a young John 

Lierse on a tricycle in 1934.  

From the Greensborough Historical 

Society collection.  



 

 5 

VALE 

Mick Woiwod 

Mick Woiwod 31 March 1929 – 26 August 2020 

Mick Woiwod was a well-known and respected author and champion 

of recognition of Victoria’s indigenous peoples. He was the Founding 

President and later patron of the Nillumbik Reconciliation Group 

(NRG). He has written over 25 books primarily on the history of the 

Yarra Valley’s Indigenous people. Mick was a member of both War-

randyte and Eltham District Historical Societies and co-founder of the 

Andrew Ross Museum at Kangaroo Ground. Mick has left a large foot-

print in the Yarra Valley Region particularly in recognition and com-

memoration of local indigenous history but also in relation to commu-

nity landmarks such as the Kangaroo Ground Tower. 

Members of the Plenty Historical Society are saddened at the loss of a 

remarkable community member and extend condolences to the 

Woiwod family. 

For members who knew Mick or would like to know more about this 

remarkable man the Warrandyte Diary had a lovely tribute which can 

be accessed on line at https://warrandytediary.com.au/tribute-to-

mick-woiwod/  

Peter & Tom Jellinek 

The Jellinek families are well known to longer standing residents of Plenty, having migrated from Europe after World War 

Two.  The two families lived on a property at 191 Yan Yean Road between River Avenue and Browns Lane. We are sad to 

report that over the last 12 months both Peter and Tom Jellinek have passed away.  Tom , who had remained in Plenty rais-

ing his family here passed away on 20 August 2019.    

Their mother Eva was well known for her beautiful garden and after her move to Taggerty, Eva and her garden were fea-

tured on Gardening Australia. 

Update from the Plenty Store 

Many of us are wondering what is happening with the re-
development of the Plenty store into a coffee shop.  
 
Our President, Kerry, was in contact with the owners recently, so 
here is the latest.  
 
Work has stopped on the store at present due to the stage 4 lock 
down – they were not allowed to go to the store unless in an emer-
gency. This is why we have not seen anyone around. They are still 
keen to go ahead with the café and at this stage are thinking they 
will open a “pop up” take away coffee van to get things started.  
 
Given the number of people walking past the store this is sure to 
be popular.  When restrictions ease, perhaps, some of us could 
grab a take away and enjoy a chat in the Memorial gardens or in 
the grounds of the church! Something to look forward to. 

Artist’s impression of new Plenty Store— 

Facebook Page  

https://warrandytediary.com.au/tribute-to-mick-woiwod/
https://warrandytediary.com.au/tribute-to-mick-woiwod/
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A Trip to Europe during ISO 2020 

During the Covid19 Isolation period I took it upon myself to type up some of Pop’s (Laurie Dunn) aerogrammes that he had 

written back to Plenty during his trip overseas from August to December in 1961. As a mental health nurse who had worked at 

many of the psychiatric hospitals across Victoria, including Sunbury, Janefield and Mont Park, he would only have dreamed of 

being able to travel to Europe. However, in the 1960s, as part of the effort to deinstitutionalize psychiatric patients from mental 

health hospitals and return them to their family homes, Laurie was able to accompany a schizophrenic Austrian patient back to 

Italy where he would be reunited with his father. The 28 aerogrammes (often written on both sides made them difficult to deci-

pher) told of a time when travelling from Australia was a great adventure – long times onboard ships, interesting fellow travel-

lers to sit with at meal times, opportunities to see the sights of famous landmarks and places. Below are some extracts from his 

letters.  

Annemarie Webb (Dunn) 

Aerogramme – 31 August 1961 

Dear Eileen and family, 

… I couldn’t put it off much longer. It’s now 

4.40pm Wednesday, we have just come down 

from tea and cake (4pm). Surprisingly, good 

tea with lemon, they have plastic baskets filled 

with cake and these baskets are filled with 

bread rolls at breakfast and lunch. We both ate 

too much for lunch, 12.30pm, fish and salad 

with olives. Fish, then braised veal with cab-

bage and potatoes. There was a large helping 

of a rice dish with minced meat, between the 

other courses red wine. Karl had two glasses, 

finished with a slice of very mild cheese. Then 

an orange each. We both had a good sleep. 

Woke up about 6 but stayed in bed until 7. I 

woke with a headache but it disappeared dur-

ing the day.  

…………………… 

Aerogramme – 3rd September 1961 

We berthed at noon yesterday in Sydney. I 

went ashore 2pm for 1 ½ left Karl doing the 

washing in the cabin thought I would give you 

a ring but found the cost 15/- too much bought 

2 Boomerangs. One for Karl and the other for 

Bill found Circular Quay very interesting we 

were berthed nearby. The Oriana was berthed 

opposite. Have been told by several people 

that Singapore is just as cheap. I got some 

more photographic lists at Sydney, found the 

flags too dear 3 for 3 ft long, feel sure I can get 

one later cheaper. We are still in the hospital 

section, suits me fine, it’s very large really must 

see over tomorrow there are at least two large 

dormitories. Have only seen the doctor to say 

Hello to each day. They seem to be busy each 

morning with all the young children. 90% pas-

sengers are returning to Europe because of 

unemployment some have been six years here, 

they are not so badly off. They have saved but 

most haven’t had much employment. The DFP 

should make Tape Recordings for the election. 

30 Sept 61 

Dear Family 

We arrive in Malta tomorrow, also Messina. 

Had a nice, interesting trip through the Ca-

nal. Everybody enjoyed the change from 

seeing nothing but water, day after day. 

One’s day follows a set pattern when away 

from land. You get up just before breakfast, 

shower, walk, eat, walk, talk to the same 

people usually (add one or two extra each 

day) then back to the cabin for a read and 

doze then another walk perhaps chess, talk 

with more people, wash, lunch, walk, talk, 

read, doze and so on but near or in port or 

as going through the canal you break this 

pattern. We arrived in Suez during, no just 

after, dinner about 8pm. There was a very 

nice sunset. Hope colour slides do it justice, 

before the ship had stopped, over twenty 

sailing boats were around the ship each had 

a mast about 30 ft and a man on a pole 

ladder 2/3 way up jumped into the decks 

and in no time they had their wares all 

around the decks mainly leather works, 

photo albums, writing sets, suitcases, toys, 

inlaid ivory plaques, pouffeo like the one we 

have. 4 of them remained on board until 

Port Said.  

. . 

Sunday 8th October, 1961 

Dear Family, 

Arrived in Rome from Genoa last Wed night 

10.30pm. Stopped off at La Spezia for a few 

hours and took bus to Porto Venere as 

planned. Byron did his bug swim from there, 

there’s a Grotto named after him, lovely spot 

and the town of La Spezia is full of colour. Had 

trouble finding a room here, all the rooms I 

had marked were taken and anyhow they 

were a long way from station. This is nearer, 

just in front of PS Maria Maggioregiore? With-

in walking distance of Colosseum etc. In fact 

this morning I took bus to the Vatican and 

walked back and visited the  Victor Emanuel 

Capilolina Hill, R Sorum Trevi Fountain, the 

Pantheon 2000 years old, this is ….. also met a 

couple from the boat there (by chance) then 

on to the Colosseum, where I have been two or 

3 times each day. I only did one tour. I am 

paying 600L with breakfast. Nice room, there 

are stalls, fruit and fresh meat, under my win-

dow 6 days week from about 6 until 6pm. Fruit 

is very cheap. William pears and Delicious 

apples 40L for 2lbs. Peter must come over 

within the next year or so but you need a com-

panion in a strange place like this. The only 

time I hear English is when I listen in on a guid-

ed tour. 

LET Sunbury people know everything O.K 

 

 

The Colosseum c1961 
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Enjoying the BUZZ during ISO 

We gratefully acknowledge the generous support 
and financial assistance received from Nillumbik 
Shire Council in the production of this newslet-
ter.  

 

 

Note:  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessari-

ly those of the Plenty Historical Society or its members. 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

If you would like to make a contribution to a future edi-

tion of ‘Plenty News and Views’, I can be contacted on: 

kerry@jones.id.au  or 0414861557 

Thank you,  

Kerry Jones—Newsletter Editor 

 

Having recently become an apiarist (beekeeper) I have be-

come engrossed with the fascinating world of bees. Honey 

bees were brought from Europe to Australia in about 1822, 

but I have also become intrigued in finding more out about 

our own indigenous and native Australia bees – so much so 

that my classroom has become “bee-themed” including a 

BEE-HAVE wall which my grade three students think is very 

amusing! I have also named all our reading groups after 

some of our lesser known, but equally important, native 

bees – some which can be found in our gardens around Plen-

ty. 

AUSTRALIAN NATIVE BEES 

 

 

 

 

Stingless Social Bee (Tetragonula - previously called Trigona) 
- 4mm. These tiny native bees nest in large social colonies 
with hundreds or thousands of bees inside hollow trees. 
They can be kept in hives and produce delicious tangy honey.  
 

 

 

 

 

Blue Banded Bee (Amegilla) - 11mm. These delightful solitary 
bees are one of Australia's favourite native bee species. They 
nest in shallow burrows in the ground. Recently seen in lav-
ender bushes in Plenty! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Carpenter Bees (Xylocopa) - 24mm. These are the larg-
est native bees in Australia. They nest in soft dead timber.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Teddy Bear Bee (Amegilla) - 12mm. These brown furry soli-
tary native bees nest in shallow burrows in the ground.  
 
 We can all promote bee biodiversity in our gardens by mak-
ing ‘Bee Hotels’ out of remnants of piping, sticks, rocks etc. 
Many native bees will also burrow into our clay soil to make 
solitary nests or inside packed clay in bits of piping. 
And remember next time you enjoy some honey on your 
crumpets, it took 12 honey bees their lifetimes to make one 
teaspoon!! 
 
Annemarie Webb (Dunn) 

From Neisha’s Family... 

Neil and Neisha’s family would like to thank Kerry Fitzmau-
rice for the touching tribute in the last news letter.  

We were overwhelmed with pride  and gratitude for  Kerry 
to outline what a hard working dedicated  person Neisha 
was in her beloved Plenty and surrounding areas. 

Viv Henry  

https://www.aussiebee.com.au/tetragonula-and-austroplebeia.html
https://www.aussiebee.com.au/blue_banded_bee.html
https://www.aussiebee.com.au/xylocopa.html
https://www.aussiebee.com.au/teddy_bear_bee.html

