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President: Kerry Fitzmaurice 

Vice President: Helen Zull 

Secretary:   Annemarie Webb 

Treasurer: Alan Pearce 

Committee Member—Newsletter: 

Kerry Jones 

Sunday 22 March 2020 
An afternoon on the site of the original general store now 27 Howell 

Road, Plenty – Kerry and Alan’s home is on the original site and 

some remnants of the old homestead/store remain. Hear about the 

history of the Plenty General Store and Post Office and meet the 

new owners and hear about their plans for our refurbished store. 

Bring along any photos or stories you have of the store to share.  The 

meeting will commence at 2.00pm 
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   Registered No: A0041710X                                                                   ABN: 58 472 605 779 

The Society and its Members acknowledge the traditional landowners, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nations and their Elders 

Past and Present.  

 

Welcome to 2020 

Welcome to our first newsletter for 

2020. Unfortunately due to a number of 

unforeseen circumstances we only pro-

duced the one newsletter last year. I am 

hoping 2020 will be a less eventful year 

and allow us to become more active in 

our meetings and communications. 

There is certainly a lot going on in Plen-

ty and a lot to look forward to. Unfortu-

nately we are currently enduring an 

exceptionally hot summer. A fire in the 

southern end of the Plenty Gorge Park 

between Christmas and New Year was a 

frightening reminder that we live in a 

very bushfire prone area. For many of 

us it would have brought back stark 

memories of the devastating fires in the 

gorge that we have seen over the years. 

In those early years the southern end of 

the gorge was not as heavily populated 

so for many these fires were a new and 
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and very frightening experience. Our 

thoughts too will have been with the 

communities and wildlife in the many 

areas impacted by fires ravaging every 

state in Australia. An awful reminder 

that we do live in, an at times, hostile 

land and we need to adjust our life 

styles to accommodate that. 

On a positive note the Yan Yean Road 

upgrade and realignment (Stage 1) is 

complete and whilst the last two years 

have been very stressful for all of us 

the new road is safer. Our job now is 

to re-build our community to ensure 

Plenty maintains its identity and does 

not just become a strip of road from A 

to B! The refurbishment of the former 

Uniting (Methodist) church and the 

revitalization of the general store will 

help keep a community focus. 

Welcome to Helen Zull who has 

taken on the role of Vice President 

and Annemarie Webb who has 

been looking after our e-

communications has kindly agreed 

to take the role of Secretary. As 

most of you will know Neisha 

Forbes (Rudd) who was our inaugu-

ral President and more recently 

Secretary has had to step down for 

a while due to ill health. Neisha still 

remains passionate about Plenty 

and the work of the Society and we 

all look forward to her active re-

turn.  

 

Kerry Fitzmaurice 

President  
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Plenty Uniting Church Update 

Saving the former church has been a 

long and at times frustrating battle. 

To recap, the church land was ac-

quired by VicRoads now Major Roads 

Projects Victoria (MRPV). The Society 

fought to keep the church on the 

original site, unfortunately this was 

not possible however MRPV agreed 

to relocate the church to the Herit-

age Park and provide structural res-

toration. There was great excitement 

in Plenty the day the church was to 

be moved. Yan Yean Road was closed 

for several hours and MRPV arranged 

for national television coverage of 

the big event. Many local residents 

and some former residents arrived to 

witness the spectacle.  

The church after some delay was 

finally placed in situ within the Herit-

age Park and we were all stunned to 

see it was sitting a metre or so above 

the ground on “stilts” – “it will be 

lowered” MRPV assured us. In addi-

tion to the height the top section of 

roof had been removed for the relo-

cation and the church was left with a 

tarpaulin to protect it from the 

weather. The Society and the Yan 

Yean Road Action Group constantly 

pushed MRPV to both lower the build-

ing and replace the upper section of 

roof. The roof, in particular, became a 

serious issue as heavy rains came and 

went and we were unable to see what 

damage was happening inside the 

building. 

Unfortunately in September last year, 

12 months after the upper section of 

roof had been removed, the inevitable 

happened and the roof collapsed tak-

Moving Day for the Church 

The Church Collapses 

ing the western wall with it. We were 

all devastated as our worst fears 

were realised. To MRPV’s credit sen-

ior management acted quickly to as-

sess the damage and reassure us the 

building would be fully restored. Un-

fortunately since the collapse the 

building has been re-assessed by a 

structural engineer who has advised 

MRPV that it would be too dangerous 

to move the building from the stumps 

it is on to allow the building to be 

lowered. This is an occupational 

health and safety issue and neither 

MRPV nor Council is prepared to take 

this risk. 

So where are we now? The remaining 

walls have been refurbished and 

painted and the roof has been re-

stored. The damaged west wall has a 

temporary weather proof cover. The 

temporary wall represents the wall of 

the church vestry that had been re-

moved to add a larger hall from an 

old church in Greensborough. When 

the church was closed, the hall build-

ing was relocated to Hurstbridge and 

a temporary wall was built. Part of 

the refurbishment by MRPV is to re-

construct the vestry which will pro-
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Plenty Uniting Church Update continued... 

vide an indoor disabled access toilet 

and a store room. 

At the time of writing, work is about to 

commence on rebuilding the outer 

walls of the vestry and fitting of the 

toilet and storage area. The intention is 

to keep the structural appearance as 

authentic as possible including paint 

and woodwork. The main body of the 

church will be developed as flexible 

space to facilitate use by small commu-

nity group activities that are less suited 

to the larger community hall building. 

A small kitchen benchtop with sink and 

hot water facility will be incorporated 

into the interior to allow users to make 

a cuppa and have a snack. The Society 

has submitted an expression of interest 

for consideration to apply for a grant 

to purchase folding tables and stacka-

ble chairs to be kept in the storeroom 

available for those using the church 

building. The church will provide a 

much needed home for the Society and 

we hope to have displays relating to 

Plenty’s heritage and community. If 

you have any thoughts in relation to 

potential uses for the building please 

let us know. The restored church is a 

community asset and should be availa-

ble for the use of all. 

In addition to the building work, MRPV 

have developed a landscape plan 

which will compliment and soften the 

impact of the height of the building. 

Plinth boarding will be placed around 

the base of the building to hide the 

stumps. The old Anglican Church at 

Yarrambat has a similar structural fea-

ture and is of a similar age to our 

church. The end result we hope will 

help to blend the church building with 

its environment.  

Once the refurbishment is complete 

which is anticipated by May this year 

the building will be presented to the 

Plenty Historical Society by MRPV. 

However the church will actually be-

long to Council as it is located on 

Council land, as is the situation with 

the community hall. The Society will 

be custodians of the building. We 

have been approached by the Min-

ister of the Uniting Church at Dia-

mond Creek asking if the Society 

would be interested to have a joint 

ceremony marking the change for 

the church from the Parish to the 

community. We look forward to 

sharing this event likely to be in 

May this year. More information 

will be announced as we have a 

better idea of the timeline for the 

completion of refurbishment. 

Despite the long journey we are 

looking forward to having the for-

mer church as our home and the 

church once again being a centre for 

community activities. 

Kerry Fitzmaurice  

We gratefully acknowledge the 
generous support and financial 
assistance received from Nil-
lumbik Shire Council in the pro-
duction of this newsletter.  

 

 

Note:  The views expressed in this news-

letter are not necessarily those of the 

Plenty Historical Society or its members. 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

If you would like to make a contri-

bution to a future edition of ‘Plenty 

News and Views’, I can be contact-

ed on: 

kerry@jones.id.au  or 0414861557 

Thank you,  

Kerry Jones—Newsletter Editor 

Current View of the Church 
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Following the submission of our Annual Report to Royal Historical Society Victoria, we received a comment 

from Rosemary Cameron, the Executive Officer, commenting on the impact on our cultural heritage of 

recent changes to Plenty but congratulating us on the flag pole project (Plenty War Memorial addition of 

two flag poles) to quote “that is truly admirable” 

We have also had a written communication from the President of the Royal Historical Society Victoria, 

Emeritus Professor Richard Broome AM noting the report “was a perfect example of how local historical 

societies are embedded into community and play such a vital role in the creation of local identity” He also 

commented that the church restoration project with the Shire seemed a perfect focus for PHS. 

We normally get an acknowledgement of the submission of the report, but this recognition from the Royal 

Historical Society Victoria is something for us all to be proud of. Indeed, a positive sign for the year ahead.  

 

Kerry Fitzmaurice  

Impressive Feedback 

Ailsa Fitzmaurice  

(Also widely known as Brown Owl 

and Mrs Fitz)  

Ailsa passed away on the 9th June 

2019 she was 102 (and a half!) Ailsa 

had spent a large part of her long life 

in the Nillumbik area initially at Pan-

ton Hill as a child in the 1920’s and 

returning to Plenty with husband 

John and daughter Kerry in 1956, 

buying the Plenty General Store and 

Post office. Ailsa became a much 

loved Plenty identity always available 

to offer a kind word and support 

with a delightful smile. The duties of 

store keeper were varied and ranged 

from contact point for the rural fire 

brigade, to providing welfare and 

notifying people of family deaths. 

After retiring from the store she be-

came Brown Owl and created many 

memories of magic and fun for sev-

eral generations of Plenty girls. Ailsa 

and John were founding members of 

Nillumbik Historical Society and Ailsa 

was also a founding member of Plen-

ty Historical Society. 

VALE  

Barbara Upton  

Barbara Upton passed away at her 

home in Yarrambat on 13th September 

2019. 

Barbara was born in Gippsland and 

spent her childhood in Essendon. She 

married Don Upton and became a part 

of this very well-known and respected 

Plenty family.  Initially Don and Barbara 

lived in Diamond Creek where they 

raised their family and then moved to 

Yarrambat in the early 1980’s.  

Barb was involved in the Diamond Creek 

Pre-School, Diamond Creek East Primary 

School, Diamond Creek Tennis Club, 

Apex, Probus and with Don was a 

founding member of the Plenty Histori-

cal Society.  

Some of us may remember Barb when 

she worked at Diamond Creek Medical 

Centre. 

Vera Henning  

Vera Henning (nee Wilson) passed 

away  on 27th January 2020 

The Wilson families are well known 

Plenty and Diamond Creek identi-

ties. Vera grew up on her parent’s 

farm which was situated at the 

intersection of Yan Yean and Dia-

mond Creek Roads. The Wilsons 

were well known for their fine farm 

produce.  

Vera and husband Adrian were 

founding members of the Plenty 

Historical Society. Vera was a great 

community person all of her life 

with extensive involvements with 

the CFA, Guiding, Scouting and 

Hockey.  

Vera is well remembered for her 

interest in gardening and generosi-

ty to all in need.  
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 PROGRAM 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering the Plenty 

Store 

Given that the Plenty Store will be the subject for discussion 

at this month’s meeting of the Plenty Historical Society, here 

are a few mentions about our famed local store which made 

the newspapers.  

Departure from Plenty 

Mr Harry Quinn who for some five years has been 

assistant at the Plenty Store under different owners, 

has resigned his position and gone to Belgrave 

South. 

Advertiser, (Hurstbridge), Friday 30 September 1938 

Historic photo of the Plenty Store taken from its Facebook page 

Road works in Plenty 

Residents are pleased to see Council workmen en-

gaged in road work, but regret that the section to be 

remade is so short, extending only from Plenty Store 

corner to the church.  One might just as well throw a 

bucket of water against the Pyramids Cheops in the 

hope of irrigating the Nile Valley.   

Advertiser (Hurstbridge), Friday 5 May, 1939 

School Christmas Treats  

Instead of the Christmas treats previously arranged 

the school children from the Plenty school will be 

given a picnic at Seaford on Boxing Day.  Buses will 

leave the Plenty Store at 9am sharp and the fare 

will be adults two shillings.  

Advertiser (Hurstbridge), Friday 21 December 1934  

This is the proposed program outline for the forth-

coming year.  It is still to be confirmed in some cas-

es.  

Sunday 22 March, 2.00pm  -  The Plenty Store 

An afternoon on the site of the original general 

store now 27 Howell Road, Plenty – Kerry and 

Alan’s home is on the original site and some rem-

nants of the old homestead/store remain. Hear 

about the history of the Plenty General Store and 

Post Office and meet the new owners and hear 

about their plans for our refurbished store. Bring 

along any photos or stories you have of the store 

to share. 

Sunday 3 May - The Plenty Church  

We hope to have this meeting in the newly re-

stored church and share a “hand over” celebration 

with the Diamond Creek Uniting Church. This date 

will be confirmed when the completion date for 

the church is known. 

Sunday 9 August  

To be confirmed  

Sunday 18 October  

Annual General Meeting  

Sunday 8 November 

Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial 

Gates  

 

 

 

Christmas Break Up  - Date to be confirmed  
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Going Green:  Helping our Local Birdlife 

If you are anything like me, you will be feeling pretty help-
less in the wake of the ongoing drought and fire emergen-
cy, so here are some ways that you can help our local bird 
life with some easy ideas (courtesy of BirdLife Australia). I 
feel like I am seeing more parrots this season – possibly 
because of events in other parts of the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birds in Backyards surveys provide real life data to help 
map birds in different parts of Australia. 
 
These seasonal surveys record what birds you have in your 
garden in a simple 20 minute count alongside some infor-
mation about what your garden is like.  
 
This summer BirdLife Australia are specifically looking at 
whether gardens with bird baths have more birds visiting 
them than those without, but also expect to see birds 
showing up in areas that they usually don’t.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Register for a Birdata account or go to https://
birdata.birdlife.org.au 

Other actions to improve birdlife in your backyard 
include: 
 

1. Provide shaded, clean and well protected water 

sources 
 
2. Supply appropriate supplementary food if you live 
in an affected town or city 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Construct shaded areas and allow birds to cool 
down and rest 
 
4.  Help sick and injured birds by placing in a cool, dark 
spaces and contacting wildlife carers or your local vet 
 
5. Donate to organisations who are on the forefront of 
efforts such as BirdLife Australia’s current efforts to 
help fire-affected bird communities 
 
 
6. Plant and restore urban greenspaces whilst paying 

mindful attention to the steps you can take to mini-

mise fire risk 

 

AnneMarie (Dunn) Webb  

History Events… 

Symbols & Trademarks 

Wednesday 26 February  

Explore the rich history of Australia 

through its symbols and trade-

marks.  

2pm—3pm 

Rosanna Library  

AFL History 

Tuesday 14 April 

Historian Tim Lambert will talk 

about early northern suburbs play-

ers from the grand days of AFL.   

2pm—3pm 

Ivanhoe Library  

Victoria Cross Estate 

Wednesday 22 April  

A member of the Heidelberg His-

torical Society will present a talk 

on Banyule place names connect-

ed with the military including the 

Victoria Cross Estate, Macleod. 

2pm—3pm 

Rosanna Library  

 

https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fbirdata.birdlife.org.au&srcid=152959&srctid=1&erid=18961990&trid=9acf4b25-390c-40ff-8398-407862388f2f
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fbirdlife.org.au%2fcurrent-appeal&srcid=152959&srctid=1&erid=18961990&trid=9acf4b25-390c-40ff-8398-407862388f2f

